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STOP FORCED

AND CGHILD LABOUR
March 11, 2013 iN THE COTTON INDUSTRY

OF UZBEKISTAN!

Mr. Abdulaziz Komilov
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Republic of Uzbekistan

Dear Mr. Komilov:

We are writing to you to follow-up on our request to meet with you during your visit to Washington, DC,
March 10-12, 2013, to which we have not received a response from the Deputy Chief of Mission. The
purpose of meeting with you, and this letter, is to share with you our deep concerns regarding the
continuous and systematic forced labor of children and adults in the cotton sector of Uzbekistan, regular
harassment and detention of human rights defenders and journalists, and the enduring problem of torture
in detention facilities.

The government of Uzbekistan demonstrated in the 2012 harvest that it has not made serious and
sustained efforts to end forced labor of children and adults in the cotton fields. Though fewer of the
youngest children were sent into the fields, the system of large-scale, government-organized forced labor
in the cotton harvest was implemented in 2012 just as it has been in previous years. In its 2013 report, the
International Labour Organization Committee of Experts highlights the “evident contradiction” between
the government of Uzbekistan’s position and continued reports from civil society organizations and
numerous UN bodies that forced labor of children and adults continues. Therefore, the Committee of
Experts urges the government of Uzbekistan to accept a high-level ILO tripartite observer mission.

The business community has also made substantial efforts to bring about an end to forced labor in your
country. As of March 6, 2013, over 130 of the world’s largest apparel brands and retailers have contacted
their suppliers informing them of company policies not to source cotton harvested in Uzbekistan. Daewoo
International, which as you know is a major investor in Uzbekistan’s cotton processing sector, has lost
three factories and the business of major western brands, including Ikea, C&A and Hennes & Mauritz.
The international community of business, investor, labor, human rights and multinational organizations
continues to demand that trade in Uzbek cotton be conditioned on ILO verification of the end of forced
labor in cotton production.

We are also deeply concerned by the continued imprisonment of over a dozen human rights defenders and
journalists and the enduring practice of torture in Uzbekistan’s criminal justice system. We are appalled
that several Uzbek citizens who attempted to observe the 2012 cotton harvest were subjected to
harassment and detention for their efforts.

Today, we once again invite you to meet with us to discuss our concerns and a path towards a cotton
production system in Uzbekistan in which human rights are fully respected. We believe it is imperative
that the government of Uzbekistan immediately take the following measures:



e Invite the high-level ILO tripartite observation mission to conduct unfettered monitoring during
the cotton harvest;

o Take immediate and effective time-bound measures to eradicate forced labor of children and
adults in the cotton sector;

e Allow unhindered access for independent monitors, including the eleven UN monitors who have
been unable to visit due to the government’s refusal to issue the required invitations, and
implement recommendations by independent monitoring bodies, including UN treaty bodies and
special procedures.

We thank you for your immediate attention regarding this critically important matter, and look forward to
your timely response.

Sincerely
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Contact:

Matthew Fischer-Daly

Cotton Campaign Coordinator
cottoncampaigncoordinator@gmail.com
+1(347) 266-1351
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